
4th Sunday before Advent

Isaiah 1.10-18
Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of Sodom!
Listen to the teaching of our God, you people of Gomorrah!
What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the LORD;
I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of fed beasts;
I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or of goats.
When you come to appear before me, who asked this from your hand?
Trample my courts no more; bring offerings is futile; incense an abomination to me.
New moon and Sabbath and calling of convocation – I cannot endure solemn assemblies with 
iniquity.
Your new moons and your appointed festivals my soul hates;
they have become a burden to me, I am weary of bearing them.
When you stretch out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you;
even though you make many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of blood.
Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your doings from before my 
eyes;
cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice; rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead 
for the widow.
Come now, let us argue it out, says the LORD:
though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be like snow;
though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool.

Psalm 32.1-8
Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.
While I kept silence, my body wasted away through my groaning all day long.
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of 
summer.

Selah
Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity;
I said, ‘I will confess m transgressions to the LORD’, and you forgave the guild of my sin.

Selah
Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you;
at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters shall not reach them.
You are a hiding-place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with glad 
cries of deliverance,

Selah
I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon 
you.
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Luke 19.1-10














